
January 2008 Tailings                                                   1 

                     
 

                                                                     

� �� �� �� � ���� ���� ���� ����
� � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � � � � ��������
January 2008   Edition                     Mailing Address  PO Box 3923, Chino Valley, AZ  86323 
                                                                     www.prescottgemmineral.org 
  

Organized to foster the development of amateur lapidary and 
jewelry craftsman, to foster an interest in mineral collecting, to 
present educational programs designed to improve knowledge, 
craft skill and to promote public interest in these areas. 
Affiliations: 

AFMS – American Federation of Mineral Societies 
RMFMS – Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineral Societies  

AZC -  Arizona Coalition of Rock Clubs   
  
OFFICERS 
Max Hatch……………….President……………………………636-0946 
Dale Funk ……………….VP Programs……………………….771-9542 
Ed Sullivan.…………… ..VP Field Trips………….. ……….. 776-0231 
Marguerite Ahl…..…...  .. Secretary………………… ………..775-2934 
Frank Oxborrow ……….. Asst. Secretary………….. …………772-3708 
John Munday.………….  Treasurer…………………………... 772-9053 
Larry Jackson.…………. Director………………..…………..  636-9188 
Maggie Lieber…………. Federation liaison……….. ……….. 771-0648 
Don Cunningham……… News Letter / Photography………...445-5008 
Kathy Farber…………..  /Historian…………………. ………..636-5498 
Diana Schuger………….Librarian……………………………..776-5922 
Kathy Farber…………..  Membership……………….. ……….636-5498 
Walt Frickle………Public Relations /Fair Superintendant…….636-1738 
Gail Ferguson…………  Show Chairman……………………. 317-440-1111 
Margret Rathbone……  Hospitality Chairman……………….. 636-2101 
Hedy Sullivan…………  Hospitality Chairman……. …………776-0231 
Doris  Edelman & Kathy Messersmith…Raffles & Silent auctions..759-3837 
 
 
ANNUAL DUES 
Individual Membership………………..$ 12.00 
Family Membership…………………..$ 18.00 
 
It is that time of year again.  Dues are due on or before February 

16th.  If you have already paid, thank you very much.  You 
can mail your dues or bring them to a meeting.  $12.00 for 
single, $18.00 for family – checks made out to Prescott Gem 
& Mineral Club.  Get your dues in on time so you don't miss 
out on the newsletters and/or any field trips. 
Kathy Farber 
Membership Chairman 

 
Membership dues will be used to fund the Club and to pay for 

membership in the Rocky Mountain and American 
Federations. ($1.50) per member and for Liability insurance 
($2.00) per family. 

Program Meetings:  
Third Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at the New Yavapai 
County Fair Grounds 10401 Hwy 89A Prescott Valley, AZ. 86314 (928-
445-7820). Lectures, slide shows and videos on a variety of subjects of 
interest to members by outstanding guest speakers. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING  
SATURDAY January 19th. 2008 
 
Program:  Jan. 2008 
 
John Munday will do a wire-wrapping program. 
 
Last month I mentioned that we need more cases built and one 
member stepped up to help out with this project. Please call me to 
schedule the times to build and /or repair cases.  Your help is 
needed and appreciated. 
  
Dale Funk 
V.P. Programs 
  
 
 

Message from the President 
 
I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and will enjoy a Happy 
New Year!   
 
Those who missed the Christmas potluck really missed 
something!  After a very abbreviated business meeting, the 77 
members attending had a glorious time eating and socializing!  
Kathy Farber accepted new and renewed memberships up until 
the time the meeting started. The eating commenced immediately 
after the short business meeting and installation of your 2008 
officers.  The Hospitality Committee, Margy Rathbone, Hedy 
Sullivan, Carol Hethershaw, Phronsie Van Blarcom, Elizabeth 
Parrot and Mary Jane Gill did an outstanding job with the table 
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decorations, kids’  packages, food setup and a myriad of other 
details to make this the enjoyable experience that it was.  As usual 
there was more food than could be eaten at one setting, so some 
lucky people got to take some goodies home with them.  After 
everyone was full to the gills, Doris Edelman auctioned off all the 
goodies that had been donated.  The final piece was the pendant 
which was collected as a piece of Burro Creek purple agate rough, 
then cut and cabbed by Keith Horst and finally placed in a custom 
setting made by Alex Horst.   
 
This reminds me; we need donations of quality material for our 
raffle table!  Nice rough, slabs, cabs, faceted stones, findings, gold 
nuggets, any thing else of quality.  The material remaining from 
last year has been picked over pretty well and will now be used as 
give away pieces for kids at the 2008 County Fair, or in our youth 
program.  Please donate only material that you would like to 
receive yourself.  No leaverites please! 
 
Our new officers are getting acclimated to their new 
responsibilities and our many committees are starting to function.  
We still have open spots for several committees and need people 
to step up to these positions.  Remember, this is YOUR CLUB 
and with the benefits come the responsibilities. 
 
We had a nasty shock just after Christmas.  While checking some 
material in the club trailer, we discovered that the roof had leaked 
badly.  There is a full length seem that runs down the center of the 
roof and the tar sealant had dried out and cracked, allowing rain to 
enter the interior.  About the only places that had not leaked were 
around the new vents that Walt Frickle had installed!  As a result, 
Hugh Rathbone, Larry Jackson and I, spent a great deal of New 
Years day cleaning and resealing this joint.  I hope these quick 
repairs will hold until the weather warms in the spring and we can 
finish the exterior restoration. 
 
Max Hatch 
President 
 
 
 

       L ibrar ian 
There will be a box at the meeting for all donated items.  There 
will also be taped to the box the proposal that was passed by the 
club about the library.  I will also have a list of items already 
donated and ready for checkout. 
If members would like a list of what is available in the Rock Club 
Library please send me an E-mail to ciara1000@commspeed.net and 
I will forward you the list.  The list is in Microsoft Excel so you 
need that in order to run the list. 
Diana Schuger  
 
Don’ t forget our SHOW &  TELL opportunities. If you have 
items you would like to share with the entire club, please contact 
Pam Jackson @636-1988 prior to meeting day so we can schedule 
time. 
 

          
Prescott Gem &  Mineral Club 

General Meeting, December 8th, 2007 
 
In lieu of our regular meeting we had our annual Christmas 
Pot Luck.   New Officers were installed for 2008 and lots of 
food was consumed by all. 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Marguerite Ahl, 
Secretary 
 
          
 
Raffle: 
We are in need of mater ials for  the raffle.  The materials raffled 
at each of our meetings help defray the operating costs and allows 
us to keep the dues as low as possible.  Please bring your 
contribution to the raffle table at each meeting. Your continued 
support is needed and appreciated. 
 

 
Bring a potential new member to our next meeting 
  

 Ida Belle Powers 
            Dan Schmerfeld 

 

      EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
 
  The education committee has been working toward a program 
for kids of different ages.  These programs would be presented by 
club members to students, scout troops, etc.   Your committee is 
searching for additional members to assist with this important 
work.  If you are interested in helping contact Max Hatch 
 
 
 
  

        In the Field     

Ed Sullivan, VP Field Tr ips 

To participate in Club or Coalition sponsored field trips you 
MUST be a Paid up member or their guest and have signed the 
liability waiver for the particular trip. 
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FUTURE FIELD TRIPS 
If you have an idea for a future field trip please let a member of 
the committee know. ( Ed Sullivan, chair, Earl Bolkan, Mike 
Brody, Larry Jackson. and John McArthur.). 
 
 
If you have a rock or slab that you need identified, bring it along 
and maybe someone in the club can help put a name on it! 
 
COLLECTING TIPS. 
 One day they will all be gone and we will be part of the problem.  
 When I go out to pick up donations on behalf of the Society, and 
find literally two tons of rock in the driveway, garage, side yard, 
and  backyard -- all of which is stored in decaying milk crates and 
crumbling apart five gallon buckets -- I think to myself, "Maybe it 
is finally time for a reverse field trip." 
 A reverse field trip would be where club members would take 
200 lbs. Of  Pinto Wash Rhyolite and dump it randomly over the 
surface of Pinto Wash  in Imperial County, on the border with 
Mexico. 
 A reverse field trip would be where club members would take 
500 lbs. of brown petrified desert ironwood and brown petrified 
 softwood/hardwood/fruitwood back to the area south and east of 
Plaster City in Imperial County. 
A reverse field trip would take 10 buckets of fossil oyster shells 
back to Yuha Basin... And so on. I hope that everyone makes a 
New Year's resolution to take only what they can reasonably use. 
I also hope that NFS and BLM officials wake up, and take some 
care when they issue collecting permits to commercial 
operations.  I saw the classic obsidian needle site in Davis Creek 
before the commercial collectors got their permits to remove 
1,500 lbs. of material per person.  And I saw it after the NFS 
started issuing such permits. 
Rockhounds had done almost zero damage in 70 years; 
commerical collectors trenched and ruined the site in under three 
years. 
     Best wishes, 
 
      Anne Schafer 
      Past President 
       San Diego Mineral & Gem Society 
 
Club Roster  
Any member wanting a copy of the club roster can obtain one by 
e-mail. Contact membership; chairman (Kathy Farber)   
katfarber1@commspeed.net 
 
 
SHOW &  SELL 

Those interested should contact Pam Jackson if 
anyone wants to do Show and SELL at the 
meeting. Only 3 Members permitted per  month.  

 
 

Pictures Wanted: 
For our Club Picture Album.  
Any other pictures reflecting activities of our Club.  
Contact Kathy Farber 636-5498 

 
 

   OUR SHOW AND SALE: 
Work has begun for next years show.  We have signed a 
contract with Embry Riddle for next year.  Our show dates 
will be August 1,2 3, 2008.  Please if you are interested in 
taking over as show chairman we need you now. 
 
 
 
Shows in Ar izona and Vicinity  2008 
 
January 2008 
 
1-27--LAUGHLIN, NEVADA: Annual show; Cloud's Jamboree; 
Avi Resort & Casino, 10,000 Aja Macav Pkwy.; 7-6 each day; 
free admission; indoor and outdoor vendors; contact Dick Cloud, 
P.O. Box 1917, Quartzsite, AZ 85346, (866) 558-7719; e-mail: 
Cloudsjamboree@tds.net; Web site: www.cloudsjamboree.com 
 
4-6--MESA, ARIZONA: 36th annual show, "Flagg Gem & 
Mineral Show"; Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum 
Foundation; Mesa Community College, Dobson Rd. and U.S. 
Hwy. 60; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission; kids' 
activities, free samples for children and teachers, more than 80 
vendors, minerals, fossils, gem and lapidary materials, special 
exhibits, Peralta Stones; contact AMMMF, P.O. Box 41834, 
Mesa, AZ 85274, (480) 987-8958; e-mail: dminerals@yahoo.com 
 
18-20--GLOBE, ARIZONA: 51st annual show; Gila County Gem 
& Mineral Society; Gila County Fairgrounds, U.S. Hwy. 60; Fri. 
9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $2, high school students with ID 
and children with parents free; dealers, demonstrators, lapidary 
equipment, jewelry, books, tools, minerals, slabs, fossils, glass 
blowing, wirecraft, jewelry making, bead making, door prizes; 
contact Bill Morrow, (928) 812-0561, 
 or Andy Clark, (928) 473-3042 
 
23-27--QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA: 42nd annual show, "QIA 
Pow Wow"; Quartzsite Improvement Association; 235 E. 
Ironwood Dr.; Wed. 9-5, Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; 
free admission; more than 400 vendors, rocks, gems, minerals, 
beads, wire wrap supplies, jewelry, fossils, lapidary, field trips, 
displays, demonstrations; contact Diane Abbott, P.O. Box 881, 
Quartzsite, AZ 85346-0881, (928) 927-6325; e-mail: 
powwow@qiaaz.org; Web site: www.qiaaz.org 
 
February 2008 
 
2-16--TUCSON, ARIZONA: Annual show, "Arizona Mineral & 
Fossil Show"; Martin Zinn Expositions; The InnSuites Hotel, 475 
N. Granada; 10-6 daily, 10-5 last day; free admission; more than 
400 dealers from all over the world, artists' gallery; free shuttle to 
other Zinn shows; contact Regina Aumente, P.O. Box 665, 
Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505) 867-0425; e-mail: 
mz0955@aol.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com 
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8-10 WICKENBURG, ARIZONA  Gold Rush days 
Gem & Mineral Show & Sale  Wickenburg Community Center 
160 n Valentine, Wickenburg, AZ.  
www.wickenburgchamber.com   
Fri-Sat 9-5  Sun 10-4  Admission & Park Free 
 
23-24--MESA, ARIZONA: Show, "2008...Rocks are Great"; 
Apache Junction Rock & Gem Club; Skyline High Scool, 840 S. 
Crismon Rd.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, students $1; dealers, 
silent auction, door prizes, raffle prizes, activity table; contact 
John Frary, 659 W. 5th Ave., Apache Junction, AZ 85220, (480) 
452-4870; e-mail: 1swany2@iglide.net; site: 
www.apachejunctionrockclub.org 
 
 
March 2008 
 
6-9--DEMING, NEW MEXICO: 43rd annual show, "Rockhound 
Roundup"; Deming Gem & Mineral Society; Southwestern New 
Mexico Fairgrounds; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free 
admission; displays, demonstrations, jewelry, rocks, drawings, 
raffle, field trips, silent auction, auction; contact Bud Daily, P.O. 
Box 1459, Deming, NM 88031, (505) 267-4399 
 
21-23--COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA: Show, "Verde Valley Gem 
& Mineral Show"; Mingus Gem & Mineral Club; Mingus Union 
High School, 1801 E. Fir St.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Fri. $1, 
Sat. $3, Sun. $3, 3-day pass $5; silent auction, raffles, kids' area, 
gem and mineral identification Sat.; contact Doug Evenson, 807 
S. Tigres Trail, Cottonwood, AZ 86326, (928) 634-0459; e-mail: 
dougevenson@verdecomm.net; Web site: www.mingusclub.org 
 
Ever  Find A BIG Stone?? 
 

Opals-the largest known Opal is a yellow-orange one of 220 
troy ounces unearthed by a bulldozer at Andamooka, South 
Australia in January, 1910. It is valued at $210,000. 

 
The largest recorded stone of gem quality was a 520,000 carat 

(229 pounds) aquamarine found near Marambais, Brazil in 1910. 
It yielded over 200,000 carats of gem quality stones. 

 
The largest lump of gold ever found was in the Holterman Reef, 

New South Wales, Australia in 1972, It weighed 7,560 ounces. 
 
The largest pearl, for you pearl lovers, weighs 14 pounds, 1 

ounce. It is 9.5 inches long by 5.5 inches in diameter. It was found 
in Palawan, Phillipines, on May 7, 1934, inside the shell of a giant 
clam. 

 
Want something from the good old US of A. How about a 

turquoise weighing 218 pounds found in Riverside County, 
California, on January 17, 1975. 

 
Del Air bulletin 98 et al. Via Golden Spike News 4/01 

via Hy Grader 6/01 
 
 
 

Jasper ; Abundant &  Beautiful 
by Marilyn Ferrier 

 
Jasper is a silica mineral that is classified under 

cryptocrystalline quartz. It is opaque, fine-grained, dense 
(hardness 6.5-7). Its submicroscopic crystals allow most jaspers to 
take a high, enduring polish making it extensively used for 
jewelry. Iron oxide and other ore impurities determine the color. 
Because of its great abundance and diversity of pattern and color 
it is part of almost all rock collections. 

 
Below is a list of some of the more commonly known varieties of 
jasper. 
·  Biggs Jasper: Browns/tans, complex distinctive patterning, 

from Biggs, Oregon. Looks like it has had a rough ride 
through history. 

·  Brecciated Jasper: Rounded fragments naturally cemented 
together in a gray base. 

·  Bruneau Jasper: Browns/tans with distinctive core patterns 
from Bruneau River, Idaho 

·  Green Jasper: Very light to dark green colors, sometimes 
quite gemmy (color from chlorites). 

·  Leonard Skin Jasper: Orbicular Jasper with a tan color, 
resembling leopard spots. 

·  Morrisonite: Desirable multicolored jasper from the Owyhee 
River area, Oregon. 

·  Orbicular Jasper: Jasper with rounded rings throughout the 
stone. 

·  Poppy Jasper Yellow orbicular with red rings. 
·  Red Jasper: From dull red to intense, bright red with some 

patterning (color from iron oxide). 
·  Yellow Jasper: Some intense yellow-gold has been dug from 

the Red Top area in Eastern Washington 
 
from the internet via Pebbles 7/01 
via Golden Spike News 8/01 

 
 

Wonders Of A Crystal 
 

A crystal is one of the strangest objects of nature. It is not alive, yet it 
grows. A crystal attracts the same kind of materials of which it is 
composed, arranges them with great accuracy in geometrical forms, 
cements the parts together and holds them. Place a crystal in a liquid, or 
vapor composed of the same ingredients as the crystal and the process of 
accumulation immediately begins. If a crystal was broke in two parts and 
placed in a bath of liquefied crystal, the broken surface will be repaired 
and each part will grow into another crystal, providing the other 
conditions favorable for crystal growth are present. 

Even after a crystal has been worn until it is but a rounded grain of 
sand, it will speedily become a crystal again if placed in a solution 
containing the ingredients of which it is composed. There is no known 
limit to the ability of a crystal thus to repair itself and resume its growth. 

Under a microscope a crystalline solution can be seen forming into 
crystals, and it is a wonderful sight. First, innumerable dark spots form in 
the fluid; they stand still and then begin to move. It is soon seen that the 
movement arranges the spots in straight lines, like beads. The beads 
speedily coalesce into rods, and the rods arrange themselves into layers 
until a crystal is created. The process proceeds so rapidly that it is almost 
impossible to follow closely. 

 
Rock Scoop 2\01 via Dusty Rocks 7/01 
via Golden Spike News 8/01 
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PS: 
INFORMATION RECEIVED AFTER CUT OFF 
DATE FOR SNAIL MAIL NEWSLETTERS 
 
Mother Nature played a dirty trick on us for the Jan. 9th  field trip 
to the Grey Mtn. petrified wood collecting area. Even if the snow 
had melted we still would of had a very muddy collecting area, 
thus this trip was cancelled and will be rescheduled at a latter 
date.                         

     The next field trip is planned for Sat. Jan.26th. This will be a 
trip to Burro Creek and will be led by a member of the field trip 
committee. Please meet at Waffles and More at 7A.M. for 
breakfast and be ready to leave the parking lot at 7:30. Additional 
information will be available at the Jan. 19th general meeting.     

  Thank You, Ed Sullivan  Field trip chair.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


